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:57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a low-cost ink jet recorder and 
} method of identifying a gap whereby the Rap of an ink carnage to a 
japer can bo identified accurately. 

SOLUTION: A gap- switching moans 2 has a movable range-aoju sting: 
>art 6 which is inserted to between at least one end wall in a horizontal 
scanning direction of the ink carriage 1 and the ink carriage 1 in 
iccordanco with a set gap when the gap is to be switched, or moved to 
>e freed from the insertion* thereby changing a movable range in a 
iirection to the end wall of the ink carriage 1. The gap-switching means 
! further includes a gap-discriminating means (printer control part) for 
liscriminating to which gap the ink carriage Is switched from a move 
ime of the ink carriage 1 between a contact position to the movable 
ange-actjusting part 6 and a position detected by an ink tank detection 
ensor 14 by moving the ink carriage 1, 
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